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Description automatically generated with medium confidence]Risk Assessment
All Risk Assessments are undertaken in accordance with the Group and Scout Association’s Safety Policy.
4thstaffordscouts.org.uk/compliance/safety-procedures
	Activity:
	Kitchen and Cooking
	Location:
	HQ and Off-Site
	Last review date:
	December 2022
	Produced by:
	Alex Windows (Section Leader)

	
	
	
	
	Next review date:
	December 2025
	Quality Assured by:
	



	What are the hazards?
	What are the risks?
	Who is most at risk?
	What control measures will be put in place?

	Furniture
(Tables and Chairs)
	Trips

Collisions.
	All
	· If tables and chairs need to be moved, ensure they are stable and moved safely, e.g., not too heavy to lift for young people.
· Any tables, chairs etc. not in use should be stored away. 
· Advise participants of safety rules when moving and using furniture.

	Equipment
(e.g., utensils)
	Injuries.
	Young People
	· Ensure equipment is appropriate for the activity and ages of participants.
· Make sure equipment is in full working order and has no defects.
· Check where the equipment needs to be used and make sure the area is prepared.
· Consider group sizes for using equipment and make sure there is enough space.
· Fully brief young people on the correct use of equipment.

	Sharps
(e.g., knives)
	Cuts.
	Young People
	· Count sharp objects out and back in again.
· Show young people how to correctly use sharp objects.
· Store sharp objects out of reach, particularly of young children.
· Consider additional supervision or small groups when using sharps.

	Heat Sources
(e.g., cookers, toasters, kettles etc.)
	Burns.

Scalds.
	Young People
	· Have a set area for the use of heating equipment.
· When using with younger children (e.g., squirrels and Beavers) consider a one to one ratio of young persons to leaders.
· Clear rules should be set out to participants before use, including what to do if they burn themselves.
· Take extra care when using the cooker or oven and ensure that they are heated to the correct temperature.
· The cooker and oven should be turned off after use and others should be informed that the surface may still be hot. 
· Use appropriate protection when holding hot objects and moving things into or out of the oven, e.g., oven gloves.

	Cables and Electricity
	Trips.

Electrocution.
	All
	· Keep electrical appliances near power sources, avoid trailing cables.
· No liquids should be used near electric items, where possible.
· Clear rules should be set for the use of electrical items and all participants should be briefed on the correct use.
· When using with younger children (e.g., squirrels and Beavers) consider small groups or a one to one ratio of young persons to leaders.
· Younger people should ask before using any electrical equipment. 
· Adult Leaders should check equipment and sockets before it is used to ensure it is not damaged. 
· Damaged equipment, e.g. exposed wires, should not be used.
· Ensure that electrical appliances are correctly plugged into wall sockets before use.

	Behaviour
	Accidents and injuries
	Young People
	· Set clear behaviour rules for the group.
· Explain the expected level of behaviour.
· Monitor behaviour throughout and remove participants if necessary.

	Fire
	Burns.

Smoke Inhalation.
	All
	· All potential fire risks, other than controlled fires outside as part of Scouting activities, should be minimalized by removing them or preventing them from spreading or worsening. 
· In the case of a fire, high fire risk or smoke build up all should evacuate the building. 
· No attempt to fight the fire should be made by young people.
· The appropriate emergency services should be contacted.
· The location of the fire exits and the procedure of exiting the building in the event of evacuation should be explained and practised by young people and leaders.

	Cupboards
	Trapped fingers.
Falling objects.
Falling.
Head injury.
	Young People
	· Young people should be warned of the risks of using cupboards and advised to exercise caution.
· Permission should be granted before young people access the equipment inside the cupboards, especially for younger children.
· Younger members should be assisted by leaders when reaching the upper cupboards.
· Do not stand on chairs or other objects to reach items in cupboards.
· Ensure items put back in cupboards are secure and cannot fall on opening the cupboard.
· Any materials sorted at height should be securely
· Storage of materials up high should be limited where possible, particularly heavy or sharp objects.

	Floors
	Slipping

Tripping
	All
	· Leaders should check that floors remain free from fluid on the floor. 
· Any excess fluid found should be mopped up quickly. 
· Wet floor signs could be positioned to provide a warning.

	Food and Hygiene
	Contamination.

Infection.
	All
	· Young people should wash their hands before and after handling foods or between handling different foods.
· Consider good food hygiene practises, e.g., separate preparation and storage of raw meat, cooked meats and other foods, refrigeration as appropriate.
· Ensure surfaces and equipment are clean.
· Leaders to check food is cooked properly before being eaten, particularly high-risk food, such as chicken.

	Allergens
	Contamination.

Allergic Reaction.
	All
	· Details of allergies will be collected by the leaders and stored securely. 
· Share details of allergies with other leaders as necessary. 
· Should members be likely to encounter allergens, additional precautions should be taken to avoid or remove the allergen, e.g., preparing foods without dairy or nuts etc.
· Ensure any medication is readily available and it can be administered if it is required, especially for those susceptible to allergens.



image1.jpeg
Scouts “O"

4th Stafford Scout Group





